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Polish Crown for East Prussia, which they were per-
mitted to retain.
The homage was naturally regarded as a grievous
indignity, and when Albert was elected to the Grand-
mastership he had to take an oath to refuse it. This,
however, was easier said than done. From the knights
who had exacted the oath, or at least from the great
body of them scattered through Germany, he received
little or no assistance, and he was at last compelled to
come to terms with the King of Poland. The king was
his mother's brother, and perhaps on that account not
Albert con- ^disposed to an amicable settlement of the dif-
verts East ficulty. At the Peace of Cracow it was agreed
a hereditary that the order was degenerate and unworthy
duchy, 1525. Of further existence, and consequently that the
Prussian portion of it should be considered as dissolved ;
further, that Albert should be hereditary Duke of East
Prussia, and do homage for it to Poland in that capacity.
This arrangement was facilitated by the fact that Albert
had recently, from conviction or interest, become a Pro-
testant. It was of course regarded in Germany as a very
nefarious proceeding, and Albert was put to the ban of
the Empire ; but he was too far off to be easily got at, so
he remained in secure possession of his duchy. Some
forty years afterwards the electoral branch
15 ' of the family obtained the right of succession
in the event of male issue failing to Albert, and to the
other Culmbachers.
Early in the seventeenth century the whole Culm-
bach line died out, and the electors of Brandenburg be-
The cieves came possessed of East Prussia. At the same
inheritance. tjme ^y came mto, what was perhaps more
important, a well-founded claim to the rich duchies of
Cieves and Juliers, Albert's only son having married
Maria Eleonora, the eldest daughter of Duke William

